
As you know, last November, Michigan 
voters adopted Proposal 3, known as 
the Right to Reproductive Freedom 
Initiative as an amendment to the 
Michigan Constitution.  Because it 
is a constitutional amendment, it 
supersedes all contrary statutes and 
legal precedent. By its unambiguous 
language, the new amendment does 
not limit the rights it purports to create 
to adults, potentially invalidating 
numerous existing laws protecting 
children in matters falling under the 
broad and undefined term “reproductive 
freedom.” 

Eleven county prosecutors, including 
Kent County Prosecutor Chris Becker, 
have issued a statement expressing 
grave concern that the broad language 
of the amendment “arguably invalidates 
age of consent laws currently protecting 
minors.”  These prosecutors have let it 
be known that the amendment makes it 
virtually impossible to enforce or enact 
a statute prohibiting certain sexual 
activity, including pedophilia, as long 
as the child “consents” or is pressured 
into saying that they give their consent; 
giving reasons for legitimate concern 
that the amendment may prevent 
prosecutors from enforcing criminal 
statutes against, for example, statutory 
rape, child sexual abuse (MCL 750.520), 
and female child sexual abuse (MCL 
750.136), if the child “consents.”

Because the township government 
exists for the purpose of protecting 
the health, safety and welfare of its 

citizens, including and especially its 
children, the Cannon Township Board 
adopted a resolution expressing our 
grave concern for the consequences 
of the amendment, and unequivocally 
voicing our support for law enforcement 
in the protection of children from what 
were serious criminal offenses prior to 
November 8, 2022. 

The board resolved to do everything 
in its power to protect the children 
and vulnerable adults of Cannon 
Township from predators, pedophiles 
and groomers who might prey upon 
them under the color of law afforded by 
the new amendment. We have called 
on Kent County, all other like-minded 
townships and municipalities, school 
districts and all other governmental 
units to join us.

In keeping with our commitment, we 
will hold an informational town hall 
meeting on March 16th at 7:00pm. Chris 
Becker has offered to attend. Please 
watch the website, www.cannontwp.org 
for more information.
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Contents From The Supervisor

Steve Grimm
Supervisor

Please Join Kent County Prosecutor 
Chris Becker for a discussion on the 
implications of Proposal 3 and the 
risk it poses to our children.

Townhall Meeting

March 16th, 7:00pm
Cannon Township Hall



Greetings and Happy New Year.

My name is Jim Alles. I was appointed 
Cannon Township Clerk following Deb 
Diepenhorst’s resignation in December.

Many long-term residents already know 
who I am, but for the new folks let me 
provide an introduction.

I am a graduate of Rockford High 
School. After graduating high school, 
I spent four years in the United States 
Coast Guard stationed in south Texas. 
After the military, I graduated from 
Western Michigan University with 
a degree in math and secondary 
education.  I worked at Steelcase for 25 
years, Greystone International for eight 
years and Champion Die for five years 
before retiring.

I have been actively involved with 
the township since 1990 when I was 
appointed to the planning commission.  
In 1992 I was elected trustee and in 
1996, supervisor.  After a break I was 
again elected trustee in 2016 and 2020.

I look forward to the new position with 
acute awareness of the challenges 
that lie ahead.  The new requirements 
contained in last year’s Proposal 2 will 
be a learning experience for all clerks 
in Michigan.  I look forward to meeting 
the election workers and getting 

to know them as we work through 
the new requirements.  We have no 
elections scheduled for 2023, so we 
have time to train and understand 
the new law.  For 2024 we have 3 
elections, with the Presidential Primary, 
State Primary and General Election 
scheduled. 

If you have questions or concerns, 
please let me know.

Jim Alles
jalles@cannontwp.org
 616-427-2047 or 616-844-2207

Thank you to all of you who have 
paid your 2022 property taxes by 
February 14.  Going forward,  interest 
and penalties have  accrued on any 
unpaid balances.  Cannon Township will 
continue to accept payments through 
Tuesday, February 28, 2023.  This is the 
last day that we can collect taxes in our 
office.  Postmarks are not accepted.

Unpaid taxes after February 28 will 
need to be paid to the Kent County 
Treasurer’s office. These accounts will 
be transferred on March 1.  For updated 
amounts and payment instructions, you 
may call the Kent County Treasurer’s 
office at (616) 632-7500. 

In March, the Treasurer’s Department 
works through the Balancing and 
Settlement tax process with Kent 
County for the current fiscal year end.  
Cannon Township’s fiscal year end 
is March 31, 2023.  We are currently 
working on the budget for next fiscal 
year and will be working closely with 
the board to finalize the budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year 4/1/23-3/31/24.

The Treasurer’s Department wishes all 
Cannon residents a healthy and happy 
New Year.  Spring will be here soon!  
If you have any questions regarding 
your taxes, please call Treasurer David 
Spencer (616-884-2201) or the Deputy 
Treasurer Judy Nicholson (616-884-
2202).

Treasurer’s 
Report
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From The Clerk’s Desk

Jim Alles
Clerk

David Spencer
Treasurer

Sign Up for Alerts
Remember to sign up for 
automated meeting notices on 
the Cannon Township’s website:
www.cannontwp.org/enotify



In November, Trustee Katie DeBoer 
was elected to the Kent County Board 
of Commissioners. She took office in 
January of this year. Because she ran and 
won midway through her first term as 
trustee, her election created a vacancy 
on the Cannon Township Board.  Also 
in November, Clerk Deb Diepenhorst 
announced her resignation effective 
December 16, 2022. At the time of 
her resignation, the board appointed 
Trustee Jim Alles to the clerk position. 
That, in turn, created another opening 
on the board. The board received five 
applications to fill the two spots created 
by Katie and Deb. The candidates were 
all very impressive and well-qualified. 
After careful and thorough deliberation, 
the board appointed two new trustees, 
both of whom currently serve the 
township in non-elected capacities.

CY BALK
Cy currently serves on the township’s 
Parks and Recreation Committee, and 
his parents and grandparents are long-
time, very-involved residents of Cannon 
Township.  Cy is a graduate of Hope 
College, cum laude. Cy can be reached 
at cbalk@cannontwp.org.

HENRY BETTEN
Henry is a former trustee and has served 
on the township’s Sewer Committee 
since its inception, and also serves on 
the Zoning Board of Appeals. Henry can 
be reached at hbetten@cannontwp.org.
We are excited to have Cy and Henry join 
the Cannon Township Board. We know 
that they will faithfully and energetically 
serve the best interests of the township. 
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Meet Your New Trustees

It has been a busy winter for your 
Cannon Township Fire Department 
as we progress to full-time in-station 
coverage for our residents, 24 hours a 
day, seven days per week. In-station 
staffing is made possible through the 
support of our township residents 
during last summer’s election.  We have 
been busy getting ready for this move 
in the new budget year starting on
April 1.

The new sleeping quarters in Station #2 
are getting their finishing touches.

With staffing changes, we have been 
reviewing and updating our policies to 
accommodate changes in how we will 
operate with full-time and paid on-call 
personnel.

Finally, and most importantly, we 
are reviewing the pool of applicants 
that have been received and will 
be evaluating them and testing the 
candidates over the next few weeks. 
Our hope is that the interview process 
will be done by mid-March to meet our 
goals of having six full-time personnel in 
place by April 1.

Thanks again to everyone that has 
supported this new chapter for the 
Cannon Township Fire Department.

From The Fire 
Department

Steve Grimm
Supervisor

Henry Betten, left
Cy Balk, right



Cannonsburg 
Snocross
National
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Parks And Recreation Committee
CANNON TRAIL:
Last year’s trail construction along 
Myers Lake Road and 9 Mile Road 
came in on time and under budget.  
Comments about this new leg of the 
trail have been very positive and use 
has been high.  We had hoped to begin 
construction on the Luton Park-to-
Courtland section this spring but have 
been unable to secure easements for 
our preferred path, which runs north of 
Kies Street and ends up on the north 
side of Meadow Ridge Elementary 
School.  We hope to avoid running that 
section in the right-of-way along Kies 
given how close homes are to the road.  
We’ll keep you posted on our progress. 
Look for construction to begin in 2024.

MID-TRAIL POTTY BREAK:
The township recently constructed an 
enclosure, which houses a porta-potty, 
along the trail in the Cannonsburg 
Cemetery on Sunfish Road – essentially 
the halfway point between the 
township building and the Honey Creek 
Inn.  

PICKLEBALL COURTS:
The Cannon Twp Board approved 
the Parks & Recreation Committee’s 
recommendation to build eight 
pickleball courts on the township 
campus.  The cost of the courts is 
approximately $500,000 and will be 
funded with Parks & Rec millage dollars.  
We had applied for grant funding and 
after three rejections, have decided 
to accept defeat on that front.  That 
said, we’re planning a fundraising 
initiative to offset a portion of the cost.  
Naming opportunities for the complex, 
individual courts, and adjacent 
amenities including the bleachers 
and benches will be available.  See 
the accompanying chart on the next 
page. If you are interested in learning 
more about these opportunities, please 
contact me or Cy Balk.  

Joe Gavan
Trustee

Chair, Parks & Rec Committee

Volunteers
Needed
Cannon Township is restarting two 
Committees and needs 3 Citizen 
Volunteers to serve on each of them. 
You must be a resident of Cannon 
Township to participate.

BEAR CREEK WATERSHED 
COMMITTEE
CANNON TOWNSHIP WETLAND 
COMMITTEE

Email: HBetten@CannonTwp.org to 
apply.
Thank You
Henry Betten, Trustee

The Cannonsburg Snocross National 
IS ON! Join us March 25th and 26th to 
watch the best racers in North America 
compete for points in the series finale. 
We have a TON of snow and a lot of 
spectator friendly spots to view the 
course. Kids 12 and under are FREE!
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Naming Opportunity Number Available Cost Duration Recognition
Pickleball Complex One $75,000 20 years Name at the entrance overhead; name engraved in the concrete 

leading to the courts; courts referred to as the “Donor’s name 
Pickleball Court”; 3ft x 8ft plaque

Individual Courts Eight $10,000 10 years Plaque secured to court-side fencing; court referred to as the 
“Donor Name Court 1-8”; 18 inch x 36 inch plaque.

Bleachers (three rows) Two $7,500 10 years Plaque secured to side and back of bleachers; bleachers referred 
to as the “Donor Name Bleachers”; 12 inch x 12 inch plaques (2)

Court-side Benches Four $3,500 10 years Plaque placed on bench surface; bench referred to as the “Donor 
Name Bench”; 6 inch x 8 inch

Picnic Tables Four $2,500 5 years Plaque placed on table surface; table referred to as the “Donor 
Name Picnic Table”; 6 inch x 8 inch

Parks And Recreation Committee (CONTINUED)

Contact Joe Gavan (jgavan@cannontwp.org) or Cy Balk (cbalk@cannontwp.org) if you’d like to know more about naming opportunities.



Date Event Time Location
3/13/2023 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
3/13/2023 Board of Review 3:00pm - 9:00pm Cannon Township Center
3/14/2023 Planning Commission Meeting 6:00pm Cannon Township Center
3/16/2023 Board of Review 9:00am – 3:00pm Cannon Township Center
3/20/2023 Zoning Board of Appeals 6:00pm Cannon Township Center
3/27/2023 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
4/7/2023 Good Friday - Office Closed Cannon Township Center
4/10/2023 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
4/11/2023 Planning Commission Meeting 6:00pm Cannon Township Center

4/17/2023 Zoning Board of Appeals 6:00pm Cannon Township Center
4/24/2023 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
5/5/2023 Spring Clean up 8:00am - 3:30pm Cannon Township Center
5/6/2023 Spring Clean up 8:00am - 3:30pm Cannon Township Center
5/8/2023 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
5/9/2023 Planning Commission Meeting 6:00pm Cannon Township Center
5/15/2023 Zoning Board of Appeals 6:00pm Cannon Township Center
5/22/2023 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
5/29/2023 Memorial Day - Office Closed Cannon Township Center

Alternate
Needed
Cannon Township is accepting 
applications for an Alternate Zoning 
Board of Appeals member

 The Zoning Board of Appeals meets on 
the third Monday of every month at 6 
p.m., to review dimensional variance 
requests, land use variance requests, 
and Zoning Determinations. Alternates 
serve on a as needed basis. 
 
If you are interested in applying, please 
contact the Edmund Lockhart, Zoning 
Administrator at elockhart@cannontwp.
org to request an application and more 
information.
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For additional meeting dates, please visit the Township website at www.cannontwp.org. Please note that dates are subject to change.

Dates To Remember

Edmund Lockhart
Zoning Administrator / Assistant Planner

elockhart@cannontwp.org 
616-884-2206

From The Zoning Department
KNOW THE ORDINANCES - ANIMAL CONTROL

The Kent County Sheriff’s Office is now 
in charge of animal control complaints 
in Cannon Township. However, Cannon 
Township will still handle barking 
dog complaints. Section 107-2 of the 
General Ordinance (Ordinance 80-1) 
addresses barking dogs:

”No person owning or having charge, 
care, custody or control of a dog shall 
permit such dog at any time, by loud or 
frequent or habitual barking, yelping or 
howling, to cause annoyance to people 
in the neighborhood or to persons 
utilizing the public walks or streets of 
the neighborhood.” 

When we receive a complaint 
regarding barking dogs, a letter is 
sent to the owner(s) notifying them 
of the complaint, informing them of 

the regulations and asking them to 
correct the situation. Once a complaint 
is submitted we ask the person(s) filing 
the complaint to maintain a log of all 
the times the animals are barking for 
two to four weeks to help with the 
enforcement of this matter if a citation 
has to be written. As a reminder, the 
barking must be habitual or frequent. 



Henry Betten
Trustee
hbetten@cannontwp.org
• Zoning Board of Appeals
• Sewer
• Bear Creek Watershed
• Wetland

Terry Brod
Trustee
tbrod@cannontwp.org
• Planning Commission
• Facilities
• Roads
• GVMC Transportation Rep

Cy Balk
Trustee
cbalk@cannontwp.org
• Parks & Rec

Jim Alles
Clerk
jalles@cannontwp.org
• Cemetery
• Fire & Law Enforcement
• Personnel
• Parks & Rec
• Facilities
• Elections
• GVMC Rep
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Cannon Township Center
6878 Belding Road, Rockford, MI 49341

Main Office: 616-874-6966
Zoning Administrator: 616-884-2206

Steve Grimm
Supervisor
sgrimm@cannontwp.org
• Fire & Law Enforcement
• Sewer
• Communications
• Personnel
• Finance
• Elections

@CannonTownship
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Joe Gavan
Trustee
jgavan@cannontwp.org
• Parks & Rec
• Communications

David Spencer
Treasurer
dspencer@cannontwp.org
• Finance
• Personnel
• Elections
• Facilities
• Parks & Rec
• Communications
• Rockford Area Foundation Rep cannontwp.org

Here To Serve You
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